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9 INAUGURAL WORKSHOP
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Prof Salvatore Albani welcome the group of 57 attendees to the inaugural Eureka
Singapore workshop. A short pre-recorded welcome video from the Eureka board
members; Prof Berent Prakken and Prof Norman Rosenbaum was screened.

Prof Salvo shared his talk on “Concept of Druggability: Challenges and Opportunities”
and welcomed questions from the participants.

Spontaneous questions were asked, ranges from the misconception that scientist/
inventor was the most important in the process, who to focus - biotech, venture company
or big pharma, regulatory risk assessment importance, IP management amid pressure to
publish and views if n=1 trial concept was something to embrace.

A question from the floor on Eureka’s position lead us into the next segment of town hall
discussion.

Prof Salvo started by sharing Eureka’s aim to compliment working together and
extending this island wide. This is part of a worldwide network of several continental
hubs. Its final objective is to create an international network of research and education
(Reseach is translational and Education is to create a professional field). Eureka tries to
help build this community worldwide and is now moving to a continental hub and locally,
offering initiatives like this workshops, regulated network wide. There’s a central course
on Translation Medicine which only takes 30 people selected from worldwide. More such
initiatives in each hub.

There’s plan for 5 more workshops, encounters, mentorships to individuals, an
opportunity for research network wide (such as resources to help young investigator with
a good idea to leverage the immense resources of the network to help with travel or
resources in-kind).

Eureka has just developed a database software called iEureka which will be launch
soon. iEureka served as a network base which will connect its members with their
‘iHave” and “iINeed” seamlessly to enhance collaborations. Eureka members can
register and indicate/update what they have and what they need on the system. Once an
‘iINeed” is received, the system will search its database for a match from the “iHave” list.
Once a match is found, the system will make a link to both members.

A quick share from the ground showed the following;
1) Have lots of ideas but do not know what to do or how to proceed

2) Concerned about IP, finding the right people with core competence and trustworthy to
work with.

3) Have projects in different fields like epilepsy, drug asset assessment, prostate
cancer, antiviral immunity, lupus, autoimmune diabetes, early arthritis, osteoarthritis
of the knee, cellular immunology, obstetrics gynaecology, down syndrome, liver
cancer, and want to collaborate.

4) Many have expertise in various areas like; commercialisation, clinical research,
radioactive licence, imaging facilities, phase | trials, Cytof, genetic disease,
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technology, T-cell biology, bioinformatics analysis, microarray data, deep immune
phenotyping liver cancer samples.

Prof Salvo thanked everyone for their spontaneous and generous sharing. He stresses
that many individual are still not connected to the wide array of the network that’s in
existence and it is this unmet need that iEureka would serve to bridge.

Importantly, mentors are needed to help the young ones who are not sure of the next
step and needed guidance. Prof Salvo seeks all seniors in research to volunteer as
mentors to help build a more elite pool of researchers in Singapore. Eureka Mentorship
program. Those interested in volunteering as a mentor may give their name to Julia
(julia.ong.lh@kkh.com.sg), Tricia (wang.cuixia@singhealth.com.sg) or Maureen
(maureen.knight@singhealth.com.sg).

We look forward to your participation.

Recorded by: Ms Julia,
Executive Manager, Eureka

Approved by: Prof Salvatore Albani
President, Eureka

P.S. refer to next page for more photos.
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